


Discover why  
Barcelona is one of  
the best European  

cities to do  
business



Barcelona has a long and successful business and trade tradition. 
175,000 businesses are based in the city. People from Barcelona are 
enterprising, responsible and trustworthy in their professional and busi-
ness relations, and they are used to doing business in the global market. 
With the aim of boosting business activities in the city, the Barcelona City 
Council, under the Barcelona Growth strategy, has made a great effort to 
cut the red tape in the municipal procedures to open commercial prem-
ises. It has also launched a new one-stop-shop for businesses and it is 
one of the few major cities in Spain that ensures payment to suppliers 
within 30 days from invoicing date. 

Barcelona, with its cosmopolitan atmosphere, its millenary language and 
culture, its Mediterranean light and its enterprising attitude has proven 
to be a cradle of creative innovation. Some of the world’s brightest ge-
niuses of arts, science and culture were born or inspired by Barcelona: 

Pablo Picasso created the Cubism artistic movement in Barcelona 
in 1907. Antoni Gaudi created the world’s most celebrated Modern-
ist – Art Nouveau architectural masterpieces in Barcelona: Sagrada 
Familia, Park Güell and the Batlló and Milà houses. The world-ac-
claimed chef Ferran Adrià, from Barcelona too, was the world’s 1st 
chef to apply molecular chemistry to haute cuisine at his Michelin 
starred “El Bulli” restaurant. 

Barcelona is the largest business city on the Mediterranean coast, 
with excellent geostrategic location and connections to the world by 
land, sea and air. A city that enjoys splendid transport, tourism, busi-
ness and research infrastructures. The 6th best city in Europe to do 
business and one of the top 10 world cities in scientific production.

Discover with this booklet the assets that make Barcelona the 
main Business hub of the Mediterranean.

bcn.cat/barcelonagrowth

In the framework of:

http://www.bcn.cat/barcelonagrowth
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This tour will cover the following points of interest:

A robust, dynamic and diversified economic area with world class 
R&D Infrastructures
DIAGonAl AvEnuE BuSInESS AnD RESEARCh huB 

Barcelona, a sports Capital
F.C. BARCElonA STADIuM AnD SPoRTS PAlACE

Barcelona, well connected to the world
SAnTS MulTIMoDAl STATIon

Barcelona, a world-class host city of congresses and trade fairs
BARCElonA TRADE FAIR (PlAçA D’ESPAnyA – MonTjuÏC)

Barcelona, a global brand that adds value
MonTjuIC – olyMPIC CoMPlEx

A privileged geographical location with an outstanding 
Mediterranean Port 
ThE MAyoR’S vIEWPoInT – PoRT oF BARCElonA

Best quality of life in Europe
PAlAu DE MAR (SEA PAlACE) – olD PoRT

A talent attraction magnet and a world-class higher education centre
CAMPuS jAuME I oF ThE PoMPEu FABRA unIvERSITy

Ambitious city projects
22@BARCElonA, ThE InnovATIon DISTRICT

Barcelona, the Mobile World Capital
MoBIlE WoRlD CEnTRE AT PlAçA CATAlunyA

Barcelona, the Smart City Pioneer
PASSEIG DE GRàCIA, A SMART BoulEvARD
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A DIVERSIFIED 
ECONOMY WITH 

WORLD CLASS R&D 
INFRASTRUCTURES

DIAgONAL AV. BUSINESS AND RESEARCH HUB

Barcelona leads the Catalan economic area with one of the longest industrial 
traditions in continental Europe. Its most powerful industrial sectors: textile, 
automotive, chemical, pharmaceutical, electronics and food processing 
are based mainly in the Barcelona metropolitan area. 

The city’s economy is currently based on a highly diversified service sector, a 
large share of the Spanish media, logistics, telecom, financial, life sciences 
and B2B services companies are based in the Barcelona area. Many of these 
companies have their Corporate hQs in the Diagonal economic hub.

The city has a clear commitment towards knowledge intensive activities, es-
pecially the advanced services and economic activities linked to information 
technologies. The city and its metro area provide some of southern Europe’s 
best Research Infrastructures: 

At the upper Diagonal university Area, we can find the large campus of the 
University of Barcelona and UPC-Barcelona Tech University, as well as the 
national Supercomputing Centre, a public research centre that hosts Mare 
nostrum, one of Europe’s most powerful supercomputers with many aca-
demic, business and research applications. 

Another outstanding R&D infrastructure located in the Barcelona metro area is 
the AlBA Synchrotron, a world-class particle accelerator.

upc.edu • ub.edu • pcb.ub.edu
bsc.cat • cells.es

http://www.upc.edu
http://www.ub.edu
http://www.pcb.ub.edu
http://www.bsc.cat
http://www.cells.es
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A SpORTS 
CApITAL  

FOOTBALL CLUB BARCELONA STADIUM 
AND SpORTS pALACE

one of the most acclaimed football clubs in the world, with over 100 years 
of history, FC Barcelona has become one of the best-known global sport 
brands. Despite being a new business concept, it remains true to its tradi-
tional values. That is why its 150,000 members are still the company own-
ers, unlike other clubs which have become public limited companies. Thanks 
to new technologies and television broadcasting awareness, Barça’s follow-
ing has propelled the club to global stardom, with more than one hundred 
million supporters in 150 countries of all five continents. 

Barcelona, an olympic city, has consolidated its position as a sports capital 
with the hosting of many world class sports events, such as the 15th FInA 
Swimming World Championship in 2013 or the yearly hosting of the Formula 
1 and Moto GP Grand Prix in the motorsport race track Circuit de Barcelona 
– Catalonia located in Montmeló, which is in the metro area of Barcelona. 

Sport is an important part of life for the people of Barcelona, which is patent 
by the ever-growing number of participants in popular running competitions 
such as the Barcelona Marathon (over 19,000 participants in 2012) and 
other outstanding sport events.

Barcelona is 2nd in the ranking of top 50 cities of the latest World Sports 
City Index. The index takes into account large-scale sports events, sports 
facilities and the active, healthy population in the cities.

fcbarcelona.cat • bcn.cat/esports

http://www.fcbarcelona.cat
http://www.bcn.cat/esports
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WELL CONNECTED 
TO THE WORLD  

SANTS MULTIMODAL STATION 

Barcelona is one of the only southern European cities with full intermodal trans-
port integration (sea, air, road and rail), all of which with full global connectivity.

Sants Multimodal Station is a large high-speed train station that connects 
Barcelona to Paris, Lyon, Marseille, Madrid, Zaragoza and Seville. The sta-
tion is a major train hub for conventional, high speed, long distance, regional 
and suburban trains, and it also has inter-city and trans-European bus lines.

other key transport infrastructures:

 • Barcelona-El Prat International Airport, Europe’s fastest growing airport. 
Its two cutting edge terminals were used in 2013 by over 35.2 million pas-
sengers and are connected to 130 international destinations. Terminal 2 
is currently connected by train to the city centre, and both airport terminals 
will be connected to the Metro (subway) network in 2016. The cargo ter-
minal in Barcelona International Airport handles above 100,000 tonnes of 
freight yearly 

 • An orbital motorway (Ronda de Dalt and Ronda Litoral) connects the city 
to the Spanish motorway network (the world’s 5th largest with over 16,000 
kilometres) and the rest of Europe

 • A reliable, modern, and comprehensive public transport network with 11 
subway lines (86% of which are barrier-free); Europe’s greenest and most 
modern bus and tramway fleets; 180 kilometres of bicycle lanes; and Eu-
rope’s most successful bike sharing scheme

adif.es • aena-aeropuertos.es • tmb.cat

http://www.adif.es
http://www.aena-aeropuertos.es
http://www.tmb.cat
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A WORLD-CLASS HOST 
CITY OF CONgRESSES

AND TRADE FAIRS  
BARCELONA TRADE FAIR (pL. ESpANYA – MONTjUïC)

Barcelona is the world’s 5th city when it comes to hosting international meet-
ings and conventions.

The main local operator in this field is Fira de Barcelona (Barcelona Trade 
Fair) with 3.5 million yearly visitors and over 400,000 m2 of exhibition floor 
space, making it Europe’s 2nd largest. Fira de Barcelona provides two large 
exhibition venues: the Fira 1 Montjuïc venue opened in 1929 and the new 
Fira 2 Gran Via venue, launched in 2007. In addition, the Barcelona Congress 
Palace (Palau de Congressos de Barcelona) with a capacity for up to 3,000 
delegates is also located within the Montjuic venue of Fira de Barcelona.

Fira de Barcelona hosts some of the most important world exhibitions and 
congresses in the fields of food and beverages (Alimentaria), Mobile Tech-
nologies (Mobile World Congress), meetings and events industry (EIBTM) or 
construction (Construmat).

other key insfrastructures: 

 • The Barcelona International Convention Centre (CICB), located in the Fo-
rum area and opened in 2004; this large state-of-the art congress facility 
has capacity to host congresses for up to 15,000 delegates (the biggest 
facility of its kind in southern Europe)

 • The Catalonia Congress Palace (Palau de Congressos de Catalunya), lo-
cated in the upper Diagonal area and opened in 2000, is a state-of-the art 
congress facility with a capacity for up to 8,000 delegates

firabarcelona.com 
professional.barcelonaturisme.com

http://www.firabarcelona.com
http://professional.barcelonaturisme.com
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A gLOBAL BRAND 
THAT ADDS VALUE  

MONTjUïC – OLYMpIC COMpLEx

Barcelona has consolidated its global position as a leading tourism destina-
tion. This successful record started with the great legacy left by the 1992 
Olympic Games which had an enormous impact on the external projec-
tion and the urban transformation of the city. The 1992 Barcelona olympic 
Games involved an investment of billions in infrastructure (cutting-edge sport 
facilities, telecom towers, orbital highway, new airport terminal, renewal of the 
seafront). All this impressive change dramatically improved the city’s quality 
of life and its attractiveness for investments and tourism, making Barce-
lona one of the most visited cities in Europe after Paris, london and Rome, 
with 7.5 million tourists per year. The City of Barcelona provides a stunning 
offer of 338 hotels and 65,000 beds. The tourism sector maintains 100,000 
jobs and amounts to over 11% of the city’s GDP.

Since 1992, the Barcelona brand has continuously improved its international 
positioning, and today it is recognised by different independent studies and 
international rankings, which place Barcelona in the leading positions as a 
business hub. 

The positive perception and global awareness of the Barcelona brand adds 
value to companies that operate in Barcelona. Global brands like Danone, 
Seat, Mango, Desigual, Chupa Chups, Tous, Custo Barcelona, Pronovias 
and Munich, among others, were born in Barcelona.

barcelona.cat/inspires

http://www.barcelona.cat/inspira
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A pRIVILEgED LOCATION 
WITH AN OUTSTANDINg
MEDITERRANEAN pORT  

MIRADOR DE L’ALCALDE (MAYOR’S VIEWpOINT) 
pORT OF BARCELONA

The 2000 years of intense social, political, cultural and economic life of the city, 
have made Barcelona a unique southern gateway to Europe (500 million consum-
ers). Barcelona is at the epicentre of the emergent economic Euroregion (Pyrenees 
Mediterranean), capital of the Euro Mediterranean area (a market of 461 million 
consumers), bridge to the Maghreb and springboard to the latin American market. 

A key infrastructure to achieve this position is the Port of Barcelona, one of the 
largest in the Mediterranean coast, which has recently doubled its capacity. 

The Port of Barcelona is the only port in the Iberian Peninsula that features 
a cargo rail track connected to the European gauge rail network. Thanks to 
this connection, the Port of Barcelona recently launched a brand new automated 
container terminal (Barcelona Europe South Terminal), reinforcing its position 
as a major Southern European sea gateway for container freight, especially 
for Asian products. Goods being shipped from Asian ports shorten their sea 
journey by 3 or 4 days if they are unloaded in Barcelona instead of in north-western 
European ports.

The Port of Barcelona handles yearly an average of 2 Million TEu, 76% of the 
Catalan export and 22% of the Spanish total export.

The Port of Barcelona is also the leading European cruise port. In 2013, 2.6 mil-
lion cruise passengers used the 7 passenger terminals of the Port of Barcelona.

portdebarcelona.cat • tercat.es

http://www.portdebarcelona.cat
http://www.tercat.es
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BEST qUALITY 
OF LIFE IN EUROpE  

pALAU DE MAR – OLD pORT

Barcelona is the European city with the best quality of life for workers accord-
ing to Cushman & Wakefield’s European Cities Monitor 2011 (latest publica-
tion), a position that Barcelona has maintained for the last 14 years. Moreo-
ver, according to Forbes Magazine, Barcelona is the world’s third happiest city. 

The city’s cosmopolitan character is reflected by the fact that Barcelona is the 
home for 280,000 foreign residents of 160 nationalities (17% of its popula-
tion). The city has proved to be a very pleasant environment to work and live 
for the following reasons:

 • Its privileged position at the shores of the Mediterranean smoothes the 
climate, with pleasant average temperatures of 22º C / 71º F in summer 
and 16º C / 60º F in winter, with 2,400 hours of sunshine per year and ac-
cess to 4 kilometres of urban beach all year around 

 • Its impressive offer of arts and culture facilities: 78 museums, 46 thea-
tres and 38 state-of-the-art municipal libraries, among others

 • One of Europe’s widest and finest shopping offers (35,000 shops, some of 
them bicentennial, including the largest network of public Fresh Food Markets)

 • A quality health system of free universal access for both Spanish nationals 
and registered foreign citizens

 • The largest free public WiFi network in Southern Europe, comprehensive 
mobile 3G coverage, growing 4G coverage areas and the widest fibre optics 
network in Spain

 
And finally, something that only Barcelona offers, a Mediterranean lifestyle in 
a singular urban environment with striking personality. 

bcn.cat/english/laciutat/barcelona/
observatoribarcelona.org

http://www.bcn.cat/english/laciutat/barcelona/
http://www.observatoribarcelona.org
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A TALENT ATTRACTION 
MAgNET AND A 

WORLD-CLASS HIgHER
EDUCATION CENTRE  

CAMpUS jAUME I pOMpEU FABRA UNIVERSITY

Barcelona enjoys a well-trained human capital that promotes innovation and 
creativity. 53% of the city’s active population works in knowledge-intensive sec-
tors. Barcelona provides specialists in many areas.

The greater Barcelona area provides 9 highly prestigious universities (4 of 
these universities are ranked as International campus of excellence) that offer 
excellent degrees and post-degrees in a vast range of fields.

5 Public Universities: university of Barcelona (uB) / Autonomous university 
of Barcelona (uAB) / Polytechnic university of Catalonia – Barcelona Tech 
(uPC) / Pompeu Fabra university (uPF) / open university of Catalonia (uoC)
3 Private Universities: Ramon llull university (uRl) / International university 
of Catalonia (uIC) / Abat oliva CEu university
1 University promoted by a public-private partnership: uvIC – Central uni-
versity of Catalonia
 
Barcelona has a large student community of over 200,000 students, 5% of 
which are of foreign nationality. Barcelona is the leading destination for the 
European university student exchange programme Erasmus. 

Barcelona also hosts two of the best European business schools (according to 
the Financial Times MBA ranking 2013): IESE and ESADE Business Schools.

bcu.cat • esade.edu • iese.edu

http://www.bcu.cat
http://www.esade.edu
http://www.iese.edu
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AMBITIOUS CITY 
pROjECTS  

22@BARCELONA, THE INNOVATION DISTRICT

The city is committed to constant improvement and forward-looking projects. For 
this reason, Barcelona is always in a major urban transformation process, with 
large public investment projects and great opportunities for private companies. 

one outstanding example of this transformation is 22@Barcelona. The district, pro-
moted by the City of Barcelona since 2001, has led the urban transformation of a 
territory of 200 industrial hectares in the centre of Barcelona into an innovative pro-
ductive district with the landing and development of knowledge-intensive service 
activities (IT, Media, Cleantech & Energy, Medical Tech, Fashion & Design). 
Since 2001, over 7,300 companies have landed in 22@Barcelona. These compa-
nies have created 85,000 jobs, a large share of which highly qualified. 22@ has also 
seen the landing of many business incubators, technology centres and university 
campuses fuelling applied research to the abovementioned economic sectors. 

The following foreign and Spanish multinationals, international research pro-
jects and national scientific institutions have their headquarters in 22@Barce-
lona: Agbar (Barcelona Water utility company, Suez Group), T-Systems, voda-
fone Spain, Alstom Wind, yahoo R&D, Mediapro, Telefonica R&D, Isdin, Fusion 
for Energy, Catalan Energy Institute, etc.

In fact, Catalonia has been and continues to be one of the favourite territories 
by foreign investors to land in Spain. Currently, Catalonia is the home of more 
than 5,000 foreign companies, out of which 88% are situated in the Barcelona 
Metropolitan Area. out of the total amount of foreign companies located in Spain, 
Catalonia concentrates more than 50% of the japanese, Italian, north-American, 
French, Austrian, Swiss companies, among others. Despite the current cold eco-
nomic climate in Spain’s economy, Catalonia was the 3rd most attractive region 
to invest in, according to the European Attractive Survey 2013 by Ernst& young.

22barcelona.com

http://www.22barcelona.com
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THE 
MOBILE WORLD 

CApITAL  
MOBILE WORLD CENTRE AT pLAçA CATALUNYA 

Barcelona has a highly diversified economy and it is positioning itself as a 
thriving ecosystem for economic sectors like Mobile Technologies and Smart 
Cities, which offer interesting business and investment opportunities. 

The people of Barcelona have merrily embraced the new mobile age. Barcelona 
leads European rankings of Smart phone penetration among mobile phone 
users, being a land of opportunity for the testing of innovative mobile technolo-
gies and apps. Barcelona currently hosts the GSMA Mobile World Congress 
every year, which brings together more than 70,000 mobile tech professionals 
from all over the world. Barcelona has become the Mobile World Capital, an 
appointment that has stimulated numerous public and private initiatives for 
mobile technology development and has turned Barcelona into a real Mobile 
World Hub (landing and blossoming local and international mobile R&D Cen-
tres and start-ups). 

The Mobile World Capital Foundation, with headquarters in the 22@Barcelona 
District, has launched the Mobile World Centre in the historic Catalan hQs of 
Telefonica at Plaça Catalunya / Portal de l’Angel. The purpose of this centre is 
to explain how mobile technologies and the Internet are transforming today’s 
society.

mobileworldcapital.com

http://www.mobileworldcapital.com
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A SMART CITY 
pIONEER  

pASSEIg DE gRàCIA, THE SMART BOULEVARD

Barcelona, a city of culture, knowledge, creativity, innovation and wellbeing, is a 
pioneer in the global quest of becoming a Smart city champion.

With the aim of improving public services for local citizens, the Barcelona City 
Council is deploying smart city projects in the city, turning it into a global bench-
mark in the field. This initiative is promoted in public private partnerships with 
entrepreneurs, companies and organizations committed to public innovation 
and new technologies. The city has become a true urban lab for pilot testing 
smart solutions. These solutions foster the improvement of public services 
and provide a better quality of life for city residents while boosting business 
competitiveness, innovation and job creation. 

These projects have been deployed in various fields such as transport (smart 
bus stops, subway stations, parking and electric vehicle charging points), shop-
ping (smart payment and advertising) or the deployment of sensors for basic 
services such as street lighting and environmental monitoring. Real projects 
that translate into tangible benefits in the everyday life of citizens, making it 
more open, efficient and friendly.

The Barcelona City Council is grooming Passeig de Gràcia, the city’s stunning 
luxury shopping boulevard, to make it one of the main city showcases for these 
smart city solutions, a true smart Boulevard.

bcn.cat/egovernment

http://www.bcn.cat/egovernment


THE MOST INNOVATIVE IDEAS

START AT A BLANK pAgE



bcn.cat/
barcelonagrowth
barcelona.cat/
inspires

http://www.bcn.cat/barcelonagrowth
http://www.bcn.cat/barcelonagrowth
http://www.barcelona.cat/inspires
http://www.barcelona.cat/inspires

